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in the first and third (pp. 1-160 and xii-xvii) : in the former case
they indicate the place where the documents should be inserted in the
first supplement of the volume, in the others the place which they
should occupy in the chronological arrangement of vol. i. The incon-
venience involved in there being in all no less than seven distinct series
of documents is to a large degree met by the complete chronological list
printed in the present volume; but even tuis has the drawback that it
introduces a new scheme of enumeration, adjusted to the total finally
reached, and does not give the numbers, which the documents bear in the
several volumes : it supplies, however, exact references to volumes and
pages. The volume includes also chronological lists of heretics and
inquisitors, and admirably copious indexes. M.

A tract by the Rev. Christopher Wordsworth on The Precedence of
English Bishops and the Provincial Chapter (Cambridge: University
Press, 1906) deals specially with the rank of the bishop of Winchester
in council, and with the offices of the bishops of Lincoln and Rochester
in the provincial chapter. The difficulty about the bishop of Lincoln's
position in the provincial chapter is, we think, successfully explained on
p. 70. The pamphlet contains a great deal of evidence which it was well
to put together; but there are too many repetitions and afterthoughts.
In one case a repetition leads to a contradiction (compare p. 10 f. with
p. 62, where by the way ' Canterb.' is a misprint for ' Cantabr.') N.

Professor Henri See, of Rennes, author of the well-known book
on Les Classes rurales et le regime domanial en France au Hoyen
Age (see ante, vol. xvii. 328-32), has published in the course of the
Annales de Bretagne, vol. xxi. 1905-6, four lengthy instalments of an
important monograph on Les classes rurales en Bretagne du XVI'
Siicle a la Revolution, where it will doubtless be continued in later
numbers. The whole of this book has also been published in a sub-
stantial volume of more than 500 pages (Paris : Giard et Briere, 1906).
It is, says M. Sde, premature for any scholar to attempt at present a
general synthesis of the history of the French peasantry between the end
of the middle ages and the Revolution, on account of the lack of good
local studies on which such a general examination could be based.
Accordingly he has abandoned his work of generalisation to go back upon
the local study of Breton social life. The special interest in Brittany
in this relation lies in the fact that, despite its aloofness from general
modern tendencies, its economic and social conditions had been already
substantially determined by reason of the disappearance of serfdom before
the end of the middle ages. Restricted traces of servile tenure still
remained in the quevaise, and a more widely spread suggestion of servile
origin in the prevalence of the mode of tenure known as le domaine
congiable in Basse-Bretagne. But the peasant, though hampered by a
multitude of seignorial jurisdictions, and though poor, ill-equipped, and
unenterprising, was almost invariably a free man. M. See has a won-
derful knowledge of the published and unpublished sources of Breton
economic history, and moves easily and warily amidst their bewildering
detail. In a work that is frankly limited in scope there is no occasion
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for reproaching him with tha t ' insularity' of treatment which Professor
Vinogradoff complained of in his general work on the middle ages.
Within its limited field his eye is sure, and he has made excellent use of
his opportunities. When every great province possesses a monograph as
sound as that of M. See's, the time will come to compose the general
economic history of modern France, which the writer has renounced for
the present. T. F. T.

The Genealogist for 1906 (New Series, vol. xxii.) contains a valuable
paper by Mr. G. J. Turner on Richard Fitzroy, or Richard of Chilham,
bastard son of King John, in which the history of his family is set out
from record evidence and several errors in respect of it are corrected.
Among other points it is shown that Isabel, the wife of David, earl of
Athol, was not his daughter, but the daughter of his son Eichard of
Dover. Mr. Turner speaks of this lady as buried in Canterbury
Cathedral in 1292, and the editor in the preface to the volume calls
attention to the well-known tomb in the crypt. But Mr. W. H. St. John
Hope has lately examined this tomb and shown that it is a century and a
half later. It commemorates, in fact, Elizabeth, wife of Sir Thomas
Tryvet, who died in 1433 (Archaeologia Cantiana, 1905). 0.

In his Romanes lecture on Skirla the Historian (Oxford : Clarendon
Press, 1906) Mr. W. .P. Ker has with a light brush and a certain hand
pourtrayed the character of the historical literature of medieval Iceland.
His masterly and vivid sketch will be found illuminating by those who
know the Icelandic histories ; and for those who do not, it may serve as
a gate to a wonderfully interesting world. The method of Icelandic
story-telling is thus admirably hit off:—

Two people of importance are talking business; a messenger comes to one
of them and speaks with him apart; then he turns to his business again, and
you find that there is a change of some sort; the messenger has told him some-
thing of interest, and you see this in his face and his conduct before you get it
explained. The vague fact growing clearer : that is the Icelandic rule of story-
telling, the invariable plan ; it would be a mannerism if it were not so much
alive.

J. B. B.

The Calendar of Inquisitions post Mortem, vol. ii. ' Edward I '
(London: H.M. Stationery Office, 1906), follows exactly the plan of
the earlier instalment noticed in the English Historical Beview, xx. 607.
The merits are conspicuous and obvious, and some notable improve-
ments have been effected, especially in a slight extension of the
very useful subject index, though this latter is still far from being
complete. The volume itself is not quite correctly described on the back,
as it contains not all the inquests of Edward I's reign, but only those of
the years 1-19 Edward I. It is much to be regretted that the compiler,
Mr. Sharp, has not reduced all dates occurring in the text to the ordinary
years, months, and days of the Christian era. As it is, all workers will
have to go through the time-wasting process of calculation necessary

VOL. XXII. NO. LXXXVI. D D

 at U
niversity of C

onnecticut on M
ay 30, 2015

http://ehr.oxfordjournals.org/
D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://ehr.oxfordjournals.org/

